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Class of 1966 to Host Reunion 
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The Class of 1966 will celebrate their 50th Class Reunion with an informal      

dinner on Friday, October 14, 2016 at McCarthy Hall followed by mass and a  

tour of the school. All Bennett graduates are invited to join the Class of 1966 

beginning at 8:00 pm to reminisce the evening away. A special evening is 

planned for Saturday, October 15, 2016. This will include a class picture to be 

taken at 6:30 pm in front of the school with a dinner to follow in McCarthy Hall. 

Please contact Diana Jacobs at 765-668-7666 for more information.  
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School Mission 

St. Paul Parish is committed to handing on 

the faith to its children and toward that 

end, we shall provide our students with a    

Catholic education which is dedicated to 

preparing them academically and spiritually 

for life's challenges.  

St. Paul Catholic 
Church & School 

@StPaulMarion 



 

A Message from                    

Father                  

Weisenberger 

A number of Jesus’ parables are about 

the growth of seeds. This certainly 

made sense in the largely agricultural 

society in which Jesus lived and        

proclaimed the Kingdom of God. All    

of these parables have the common 

message of trusting in the power of 

God’s grace instead of losing heart  

because of failure and human       

weakness. I think especially of the   

Parable of the Sower and the Seed 

(Mark 4:1-8). In this parable, much of 

the seed which the farmer sows fails  

to grow. However, what does grow 

produces a bountiful harvest. The  

point of the parable is that as followers 

of Jesus we should not despair because 

some of our efforts to proclaim the 

Kingdom of God fail, but rather trust 

that by God’s grace some will produce 

great results. I suggest that those of us 

who work with children, as teachers, 

parents, grandparents or in some    

other role, need to keep this parable  

in mind. Sometimes we can wonder     

if what we are trying to instill in our 

children is bearing any fruit or if it is     

a waste of time. Most of us have    

probably had the  experience of being 

surprised by learning that something 

we said or did long ago actually had a 

positive result in some young person’s 

life. Our responsibility is to carry out, 

as faithfully as we can, our part in    

Jesus’ mission. The result is not up to 

us. 

Indiana Tax Credit           

Scholarship Program 

Indiana Choice      

Scholarship Program 

Indiana Private 

School /Homeschool 

 Began in 2009 

 Privately funded        

program 

 Students qualify based 

on household income 

 Donors to the program 

receive a federal        

deduction & a 50% state 

tax credit 

 State tax credits   

awarded are limited to 

$9.5 million this fiscal 

year 

 Began in 2011 

 Commonly referred to 

as vouchers 

 A portion of a student’s    

public education     

funding follows         

qualifying students to a 

participating school of 

their choice 

 Student qualification is 

based on eligibility    

criteria & household 

income 

 Began in 2011 

 Families may take up   

to a $1,000 state tax 

deduction per school-

age child for private 

school or homeschool 

expenses 

Indiana Offers School Choice Programs 
Indiana has a variety of programs that pertain to school choice. The underlying goal 

of each of them is to expand and provide quality educational options to students 

and their families regardless of their income. The main programs are overviewed 

below. 

The Indiana Tax Credit Scholarship Program began in 2009 to assist low and middle-

income families with access to the right school for their children’s needs. This        

program allows for state approved not-for-profits, known as scholarship granting 

organizations (SGOs), to accept donations that are used to award scholarships to 

Indiana children to attend a participating non-public school. The scholarship is to 

help cover the cost of tuition. To qualify for a scholarship, a student’s household  

income must be at or below 200 percent of the federal free and reduced lunch (FRL) 

program requirements. For the 2016-2017 school year, that is $89,910 for a four 

person household. SGO donors not only receive a federal deduction, but also a 50 

percent tax credit on their Indiana tax liability. This tax credit may be carried over for 

nine years. While there is not a limit on how much a donor may contribute, the state 

cannot award more than $9.5 million in state tax credits for the 2016-2017 fiscal 

year (July 1, 2016 through June 30, 2017). As of September 14, 2016, over $3.7    

million in tax credits has already been awarded. It is estimated that the tax credit 

limit may be reached by the end of December 2016. Donations for St. Paul Catholic 

School are managed by the Institute for Quality Education. To make a tax credit   

donation, visit the SGO Giving page of our website (www.stpaulcatholicmarion.com/

school) or the Institute for Quality Education   website (www.i4qed.org). 

The Indiana Choice Scholarship Program, commonly referred to as the voucher  

program, was enacted in 2011 and is now one of the largest and fastest growing 

school voucher programs in the country. (Choice Programs continued on page 5) 

School Strategic Plan 

The 2016-2019 School Strategic Plan 

may be found on the school website. 

Thank you to everyone who helped to 

develop it!  

http://www.stpaulcatholicmarion.com/school
http://www.stpaulcatholicmarion.com/school
http://www.i4qed.org


A Message from             

Principal Cindy  

Mauman 
 

On September 16th, all St. Paul teachers 

and  I had the privilege of attending the 

INPEC (Indiana Non-Public Education 

Conference) in Indianapolis. I bring this 

up because much of the space in this 

issue is devoted to information about 

SGOs and Indiana state vouchers. The 

mission of INPEA is to serve as an        

advocate, promote engagement, and 

strive for the advancement of non-public 

schools. Non-public schools have been 

serving the common good in Indiana 

since 1792! Producing quality graduates 

who contribute to their communities has 

been a hallmark of non-public school 

education in Indiana. With the rising cost 

of education, it is impossible to charge 

tuition to match our cost per student to 

educate them. Fundraising efforts are 

good. However, we can only ask our  

families, our parishioners and our     

community members to contribute so 

much. With the advent of the state 

school scholarships (vouchers), the     

legislators created the SGO (Scholarship 

Granting Organization) pathway for    

students who were already attending a 

non-public school and for those entering 

Kindergarten as they would not have 

attended a public school. This was       

essential for those families who were 

income eligible for a ‘voucher’ so that 

the next year, they could receive one for 

their child. It is vital that we inform all 

who are interested in the health of our 

Catholic schools about the tax-benefits 

of contributing to an SGO while helping 

maintain the financial health of our 

school. Please read the information in 

this newsletter closely and become     

informed…then spread the word! 

Around the School 
 

Students & Staff  Raise Funds to Help Others 

At St. Paul Catholic School, we strive to teach students to serve 

Jesus Christ by serving others. In light of the recent flooding in        

Louisiana, students and staff were given the opportunity to help 

those affected by donating a minimum of $1.00 on each  of three 

different days to enjoy a non-uniform day. During this timeframe, 

tornados came through nearby Kokomo, Indiana. Therefore, the 

last non-uniform donation day was changed to give the funds to assist with        

recovery efforts closer to home. Students were encouraged to do things around 

home or for others to earn the money for the non-uniform days. Over the three 

donation days, students and staff  raised over $400 to be given to help others in 

need! 

Emmanuel Ndow reads 
about technology with      

Kindergarten students  for 
“T” week. 

Kindergarten & 3rd Grade        
students team up for kindness. 

Ambassadors encourage students to 
make good choices this year & to      
remember that character counts. 

3/4 Year-Old 
Preschool 

3rd Grade 

Photo Trivia Answer 

The photo is of Bishop John G. Bennett 

D.D. for whom the high school was 

named after in 1956. 

Terri Lynn Nuts & Candies Available 

The St. Paul PTO is selling nuts and candies to raise 

funds to assist with the events and activities they 

sponsor for school families. These items make a great 

gift, are excellent for baking and make a flavorful snack. Items may be purchased 

at the school office Monday through Friday from 8:00 am until 4:00 pm, while   

supplies last. Items will also be sold following each Sunday mass at St. Paul      

Catholic Church beginning in November. 



IN MEMORY 

WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 

Joseph Huneck, 1947, resides in Kokomo, IN and is retired 

from General Motors  where he was a mechanical           

engineer. He and his wife Anastasia have 5 grown children. 

Linda Cannon Hillsamer, 1970, is retired from Marion 

Community Schools where she was a teacher of students 

with disabilities. She currently resides in Marion, IN. 

ALUMNI THIS & THAT 
Note that the year listed for alumni is the last year the class an individual was a member of attended St. Paul/Bennett. 

Update your status! 
Share news of your marriage, new child,              

awards, graduations & location. 
Please provide information on those who                 

have passed away.  
All information may be emailed to 

kscher@stpaulcatholicmarion.com. 

Tom Cook, 1981, passed away June 21, 2016. 

Kelly Ann London Beard , 1992, passed away 

September 9, 2016. 

AWARDS 

Kaylynn Scher, 2012, was selected 2016 Grant County 4-H 

Princess. 

John Velasquez, 2012, was selected 2016 Grant County 4-H 

King. 

CLARIFICATIONS & CORRECTIONS 

Alumni Spotlights 

St. Paul Catholic School and Bennett High School alumni have gone on to do great things. Each month we will begin to feature 

one alumni sharing their successes beyond the walls of our school. The goal is to share where they are now and how their 

time at St. Paul/Bennett helped to prepare them both academically and spiritually for life’s challenges. If you know of      

someone who should be considered as an Alumni Spotlight, please contact Kelly Scher, Development Director 

(kscher@stpaulcatholicmarion.com). Nominations should include the alumni’s name, current contact email, address and/or 

phone and why you think they should be selected as an Alumni Spotlight. 

 The maiden name for Pauline Libengood, 1947, was      

incorrect in the Summer 2016 edition. It should have   

been Pauline Hipskind Libengood. 

 As part of the 60 Years Ago pieces in the Summer 2016 

edition, there was a newspaper clipping from the spring 

of 1956. It spoke about the last graduation from the high 

school located on Branson Street. In the article, the    

valedictorian and salutatorian listed were from the Class 

of 1955, not the Class of 1956. The valedictorian for the 

Class of 1956 was Carol Ann Henry Wienger and the   

salutatorian was Marilyn Beck Miles. We apologize for 

any confusion. 

August September 



 Keep us updated! 

Please update your contact        

information if you move and      

include a note telling us about 

what you are doing now. 

 

Cut out this slip and mail it to us at 

the address below. You are also 

welcome to update your             

information by contacting          

Kelly Scher by calling                     

765-662-2883 ext. 110                    

or emailing 

kscher@stpaulcatholicmarion.com. 

Please check: I am a(n)             Alumnus/a                    Parishioner                Friend of St. Paul 

___ Mr.  ___ Mrs.  ___ Ms.   ___ Dr.  ___ Fr.  ___ Sr. 

 
            
First Name  Maiden Name (if applicable)  Last Name 
 
            
Street Address     City  State  Zip Code 
 
            
Home Phone  Cell Phone   Email 
 
            
St. Paul/Bennett Graduation Year   Last Grade Attended at St. Paul/Bennett 
 
            
Occupation/Title    Employer 
 
Matching Employer Y N 
 
Spouse         Alumnus/a  Y  (Year _____)    N 
 
Child                  Age                Child                   Age     
 
Child                  Age                Child                   Age     

Holiday Greenery Sale 

St. Paul Catholic School is selling holiday 

wreaths and greenery to raise funds to assist 

in keeping the school up-to-date in the area 

of technology. Items available include door 

sways, wreaths, garland, grave blankets and 

more. Some items are also available for 

shipment. More information, including     

photos and pricing, may be found on the 

school website. Orders may be placed by  

calling the school office (765-662-2883)     

before 4:00 pm EST on October 19, 2016. 

Choice Programs Continued... 

This program allows for part of a student’s public education funding to follow 

them to a participating school of their choice. Participating schools must allow 

the state to review classroom instruction, instructional materials/curriculum 

and administer state tests. Students qualify for the program based on          

eligibility criteria and household income. Those students who meet eligibility 

requirements and are from a family qualifying for FRL can receive 90 percent 

of the state per student spending amount for the sending school district.    

Students from families earning 150 percent of the FRL threshold can receive a 

voucher worth up to 50 percent of the state funding allocation for the sending 

district. The average voucher amount is below half of what public school     

students receive. 

The Indiana Private School/Homeschool Deduction Program, launched in 

2011, allows all Indiana families who have children enrolled in a private school 

or being homeschooled to receive up to a $1,000 state tax deduction per 

school-age child. Families eligible for the Indiana Choice Scholarship Program 

or the Indiana Tax Credit Scholarship Program are exempt from receiving this 

deduction. School expenses that are deductible include tuition, fees, school 

supplies, textbooks, computer software, etc. 

The programs overviewed above help to provide assistance to families when 

they are trying to find the right school for their child. St. Paul Catholic School 

works with families to help them to decide if the school is the right choice for 

them and to identify their eligibility for these programs. More information can 

be found at the Indiana Department of Education website (www.doe.in.gov).  

http://www.doe.in.gov


ST. PAUL CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

1009 W KEM ROAD 

MARION, IN 46952 

 

Return address requested 

Upcoming Events 

Oct. 14—15 Class of 1966 Reunion 

Oct. 21 School Carnival 

Oct. 26 Parent Conferences—No School 

Oct. 27—28 Fall Break—No School 

Nov. 22 Pancakes with the Principal 

Nov. 23—25 Thanksgiving Break—No School 

Dec. 14 School Advent Program 

Dec. 15 First Reconciliation 

Dec. 21—Jan. 2 Christmas Break—No School 

Jan. 28 Trivia Night 

Jan. 29—Feb. 3 Catholic Schools Week 

Feb. 10 PTO Valentine’s Dance 

May 12 Annual Auction 

SAVE 

THE 

DATE 
 

32nd Annual 
St. Paul Auction  

Friday, 
May 12, 2017 

Check Out the                

Winter 2017 Newsletter  

for more information. 

Photo Trivia 

 

Do you know who this is? 

Answer found inside. 


